Genetic analysis in the Asthma Clinical Research Network.
Because there is reason to believe that genetic variants could account for different treatment responses in subjects with asthma, it is important to collect blood for genetic-analysis purposes when conducting clinical trials in asthma. This article describes issues related to maintaining subject confidentiality, tracking and shipping blood samples, quality control procedures at the laboratory performing the genotyping, and necessary data verification checks when implementing the genetic-analysis database for the Asthma Clinical Research Network.